Day 5
Read Romans 12:1-13

Focus: Romans 12:4-8 “Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these
members do not all have the same function, >s0 in Christ we who are many form one body, and
each member belongs to all the others. ®We have different gifts, according to the grace given us.
If a man's gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith. Nfitis serving, let him
serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; Sif it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing

to the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is
showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully.

Holiness: Hands on Strike!

One day the Hands of a body decided they did not want to work anymore. They were tired of
working for the Mouth. They were always buying food, cooking it, and feeding it to him. “Mouth
does not do anything, he is always getting something from us, but never gives anything,” the
hands thought to themselves. So they went on strike.

The first day, they were very happy about their decision. “Nobody is taking advantage of us
now!” they said. The next day, Stomach began to ask for food with sad noises, but Mouth could
not do anything, and the Hands did not give in and help. They were firm on their decision. The
third day, Head began to get worried; she was in pain, and she began to beg for some food. Mrs.
Head, Mr. Stomach, and Mr. Mouth pleaded to the Hands for them to do their job, but the Hands
did not want to work.

On the fourth day, the whole body began to suffer; it did not have any energy to walk, think, or
do anything . . . the Hands were also losing their energy. “This cannot be happening! What is
going on here?” they began to think, very worried. Then they began to realize that their work
was not just for the benefit of the Mouth, but for the whole body, including them. They felt sorry
and asked the others for forgiveness, and immediately began to prepare a delicious meal.

Have you ever felt like those hands? Romans 12 helps us to understand that our spiritual gifts are
from God, and they are to be of service to the church and channels of blessing for all humanity.
We have the privilege of deciding whether we are going to use them. We are the body of Christ,
and He gives us gifts according to the needs of His church.

Remember the boy who gave his five loaves of bread and two fish to Jesus? He was not thinking
about how little it was; he was thinking about the hands that were receiving it. Others might have
brought food, but only this child offered his to Christ so He could perform the miracle.

What do you have in your hands? Whatever you have, God gave it to you so you can use it for
the benefit of His church. You decide whether to use it. However, if you accept the responsibility
to be an instrument in God’s hands, you will see miracles in your life and in the life of your
church.

Lord, allow me to be an instrument of your blessing to the church and to be more like you.

-Zeida Perales
Nazarene



Dia 5
Romanos 12:1-13

Enfoque: Romanos 12:4-8 *De la manera gue en un cuerpo tenemos muchos miembros, pero
no todos los miembros tienen la misma funcion, >asi nosotros, siendo muchos, somos un cuerpo
en Cristo, y todos miembros los unos de los otros. 6Tenemos, pues, diferentes dones, segun la
gracia que nos es dada: el que tiene el don de profecia, Uselo conforme a la medida de la fe; el
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de servicio, en servir; el que ensefia, en la ensefianza; “el que exhorta, en la exhortacion; el que
reparte, con generosidad; el que preside, con solicitud; el que hace misericordia, con alegria.

Santidad: jManos en huelga!

Cuenta una historia que un dia las manos no quisieron trabajar. Ellas estaban cansadas de trabajar
para la boca, pues compraban alimentos, los preparaban y daban la comida a la boca. “La boca
no hace nada, solo recibe lo que le damos, y nunca nos da nada,” pensaron las manos. Por eso,
decidieron ponerse en huelga.

El primer dia, las manos estaban felices por su decision. “jAhora nadie nos va a explotar!”, se
dijeron a si mismas. El siguiente dia, el estbmago empez6 a pedir alimento con sonidos tristes,
pero la boca no podia hacer nada y las manos hicieron nada por ayudar. Ellas mantenian firme su
decision. El tercer dia la cabeza, comenz6 a manifestar su preocupacion, tenia mucho dolor y
suplicaba por alimento. La cabeza, el estomago y la boca pidieron a las manos que por favor
cumpliesen su tarea. Sin embargo, las manos no quisieron trabajar.

El cuarto dia, el malestar del cuerpo era general, no habia fuerza ni energia para caminar, pensar
0 hacer algo... las manos también perdieron su energia. jEso no puede ser! pensaron las manos,
¢qué esta sucediendo? se preguntaron muy preocupadas. Poco a poco entendieron que lo que
ellas hacian no sélo beneficiaba a la boca, sino a todo el cuerpo incluyendo a ellas mismas. Muy
arrepentidas pidieron perdon e inmediatamente prepararon una deliciosa comida.

¢ Te has sentido alguna vez como esas manos? Romanos capitulo 12 nos ayuda a entender que
nuestros dones son un regalo de Dios, para servir a su iglesia y ser canal de bendicion a la
humanidad. Nosotros tenemos el privilegio de decidir si somos usados 0 no. Somos el cuerpo de
Cristo y él mismo da dones a sus hijos de acuerdo a las necesidades de su iglesia.

¢Recuerdas al nifio que dio a Jesus cinco panes y dos peces?... El no pensd en lo poco que eso
era, sino penso en las Manos de quiéen los recibia. Posiblemente muchos otros también tenian su
refrigerio, pero sélo ese nifio lo ofrecid a Cristo para que hiciera el milagro.

¢ Qué tienes en tus manos?, lo que tienes ha sido dado por Dios para que lo uses en bien de su
iglesia. Es tu decision hacerlo o no. Pero si aceptas ser un instrumento en las manos de Dios,
verads milagros en tu vida y en la de tu iglesia.

Sefior permiteme ser instrumento de bendicion a tu iglesia y de esa manera ser mas semejante a
ti en mi vida.

-Zeida Perales
Nazarena
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